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Earthquakes
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Earthquakes happen under the
Over time, pressure builds. It oceans too. The seafloor may shake.

becomes too great. Then, the plates Itmay break apart. Landslides might

shift. This releases the pressure. happen. These landslides can cause

It creates vibrations. They spread
through the rock. The earth shakes.
It's an earthquake!

An earthquake begins below
ground. This s called the focus. On

giant waves called tsunamis.

Thousands of earthquakes happen
every year. They happen all over the
world. Most are small. They are deep
in the ground. People usually do not

feel them. Some are big. People near
and far feel them.

the surface, the spot above where it
starts is the epicenter. The strongest

vibrations are felt here.
Southern California quakes eacl

\as many earthquake:
year. Most are too weak for people to feel
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Tsunamis
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Several events cause tsunamis.
h lllllllﬂﬂl'ﬂllll"mﬁl'l “I'E The most common cause is an
earthquake. Earthquakes shake
the bottom of the ocean. The ocean

floor moves. It makes waves on the

A loud sound booms across the
beach. A huge wave rushes in. It's

a tsunami!
surface.

N

Tsunamis are giant waves. They

are one of nature’s most dangerous 5
9 Volcanoes and landslides can also

events. They crash onto land. And
they destroy what's in their path.

cause tsunamis.
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